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PLEADING CYCLE ESTABLISHED FOR COMMENTS ON 
PROCEEDING REGARDING THE DEFINITION OF THE RURAL SERVICE AREAS OF TWO 

HUR4L TELEPHONE COMPANJES IN THE STATE OF COLORADO 

CC Docket No. 96-15 

Release Date: January 7, 2003 

Comment Date: February 6,2003 
Reply Comment Date: February 21,2003 

This public iiotice establislies a consolidated proceeding regarding the redefinition of the rural 
scrvice areas o f  the follobbing rural telephone companies in the state of Colorado and establishes a 
pleading cycle: 

( I ) 
f i led a petition seeking approval of the  Colorado Cominission's proposal co define each individual wire 
cei i ter  of CeiituryTel o f  Eagle. liic. (CenturyTel) as a separate service area in the slate of Colorado.' The 
Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) released a public notice seeking comment on the Colorado 
Commission CenturyTel Petition.' The detinitioii of CenturyTel's rural service area as proposed by the 
Colorado Cominissioii was deeiiied approved hy t l ie Coniinission as of November 26, 2002 and w i l l  go 
inlo effect in accordance with the Colorado Commission's procedures.' On December 17. 2002. 
CeiituryTel tiled an application tbr review of  the Bureau's approval o f  the Colorado Commission's 
i.edefiiiition of CenruryTel's sewice area.' I n  an e.xparle letter f i led on December 30, 2002, CenturyTel 
also requeskd that the Commission suspend the Bureau's dccision to le t  the Colorado Commission's 

C'enturvTel oi'Eade. Iiic. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Colorado Cominission) 

' I'eriiioii b) t l ie Colorado Public I l t i l i t ies  Commission. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 0 54.207(c), for Coinmission 
Agrecmeiit in Kedetining the Service Area of CenrurhTel o iLazle.  Inc., A Rural Telephone Company. CC Docket 
Nii  96-45. illcd on Augusr 6. 2002 (Colorado Coiniiiission CeiituryTel Petition). 

Sce 47 C.T.R. 2 .54.207(ci(~)(i i). l'he Bureau did 1101 initiate a proceeding on the Colorado Commission 
C'eiirur!,Tt.l I'etiiion within 90 dabs of die relense ofthe Public Notice. 

'I Application for Review. or Alternatively. Petition tor Reconsideratioil of CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., CC Docket 
N o .  96-45, filed oil December 17. 2002 (CenturyTel Application far Review). 



redefinition of CenturyTel's service area take effecr.' 

( 2 )  
consider the Colorado Commissioii's petition seeking approval of its proposal to redefine tile r ~ ~ r a l  
service area served by Delta County Tele-Co~nm. Inc. (Delta County) witl i in Colorado.6 Tlle Colorado 
Commission proposes to define each individual u ire center o f  Delta County as a separate service area.' 
Because the Bureau initiated a proceeding wit l i in 90 days o f t l ie  release of a public notice 011 tlic 
Colorado Commission Delta County Petition,' the redefinition o f  Delta County's service area w i l l  not 
take effect unt i l  both the Colorado Commission and the Commission agree upon the definition o f  Del ta 
County's rural service area." 

DCkd Counlv Tele-Coiiim. Inc. On December 24. 2002, tlie Bureau initiated a proceeding io 

Because they wi l l  likely raise sitnilar factual, legal and/or policy issues, the aforementioned 
matters will be addressed in the same proceeding. Comments are sought on the CenturyTel Application 
fot- Rcvies and the Colorado Commission Delta County Petition. Additionally, conimeiits are sought on 
the CenturyTel crpurre reqiicsl that the Conimission suspend the decision of the Bureau to let the 
i.edctinitioii of CenturyTel's rural service area take effect."' Parties that have already filed oppositions to 
the CenturyTel Application for Review or coini i iei i t~ on the Colorado Coinmission Delta County Petition 
ma>. bur are not required to, reiubmit their opposirionsicoimnents. 

Pursuant to Sections 1.415 atid 1.419 ol'tlie Cominission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $ 9  1.415, 1.419, 
interested parties may file coimnents 011 or before February 6 ,  2003, and reply commeiits on or before 
Fehruary 21, 2002. Coniments may he filed using t l i e  Commission's Electronic Comment Filing System 
(ECTS) or by filing paper copies." 

Comiiients fi led r l i r o y l i  t i le ECFS can be sent as a n  electronic f i l e  via tlie Internet to 
<I~t~p:// \~ww.Icc.~ov/e-file/ecfs.l i tnil>. Generally. oiily one copy o f  an electronic submission must he 
tiled. I f i n t i l ~ i p l e  docket or ~ruleinaking numbers appear in the caption of this proceeding. liowever, 
~ ~ n i i n e i i t e r s  must tiansinit one electronic copy of the cornriients to each docket or rulemaking number 
referenced i n  the caption. In completing the transmittal screen, cominenters should include their ful l  

' S ~ L ,  Leuer irow Karen Brinkmanti. Couoscl for CenturyTel. 10 Marlene H. Dortch, FCC, dated December 30, 
'002 at 3-3 (CenruryTel e ~ ~ p u r r r ) .  

" Scc 1Vii.cIiiie 'oiiipoirioti Biircni, 1nirinre.v Proceeding lo C'onsider the Petition Filed by the Colurndu Pirblic 
1 'ii/iiie.r C'<i i i i i i l i ,v,v i fJ i i  10 l?ede!itie i l ic, Service Awn 0 1  Dei10 C'uiin1.v Tde-comin. Inc. in the .%re o/'Co/orudo, 
Public Nolicr. CC Docket No. 96-35, DA 02-3588 (rel. Dzc. 2.1. 2002). 

Pctirioii b!! il l? Coloi.ado Public l l i i l i r i e s  Commissioii. Pursuant IO 47 C.F.R. $ 54.207(c), for Commission 
.Ageeluent in Rzdeliiiing the Service Area of Del ta  Couiiry Tele-Comm. Inc.. a Rural Telephone Company, CC 
IUiiche[ No. 06-45. tiled 0 1 1  Augusr I ? .  1002 (Colorado Coinniission Delta County Petition). 

See The C'dw(i0o Piiblic C j l i / i [ i c , , <  Coi~~iirt.ssion F'rlitioits i i i  Rciicfitie /he Service Area o/Delro Curmy Tele- 
~ 'o i~ i i i i ,  l i r  it? i I w . T i ~ / i ,  o/Coloroilo. Public Notice. CC Ducker No. 96-35, DA 02-2383 (rel. Sept. 2 3 ,  2002). 

' ' . G c ~ 1 7  C.I'.R. 6 54.207(~)(3)i i) :  47  U.S.C 6 214(e)(j). 

z 

, I /  C'enruryTel porn ar 2-3,  

.%, t l m r o i i i c  Filiiip of Ducuinenti in Kuleinakiiig I'roccediilgs. 63 Fed. ~ q .  24 1 2  I (1998). 
I 1  



name. U.S. Postal Service mailing address. and the applicable docket or rulemaking number. Parties inav 
also submit an electronic coinmetit by Internet e-mail. To get tiling instructions for e-mail colnlnenrs. 
c(minenters should send an e-mail to ecfs@fcc.gov, and should include the following words ill tlie body 
of the message. "get form <your e-nlail address>." A sample form and directions w i l l  be sent ill reply. 

Patlies who choose to t i l e  by paper must t i le ai l  original and four copies ofeach filing. If more 
than one docket or rulemali i ig number appear iii the  caption o f  this proceeding. commenters must submit 
two additional copies for each additional docket or rulemaking number. Filings can be sent b), hand or 
messenger dcl i lery. by comi i i~rc ia l  overnight courier. or by f i rst-class or overnight U.S. Postal Service 
i na i l  (although we continue 10 experience dela>s in receiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The 
Commission's contractor, Visrronix, Inc., wi l l  receive hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper 
tilings for t l ie  Commission's Secretary at 236 Massachuserts Avenue. N.E., Suite I IO, Washington. D.C. 
20002. The t i l ing hours at  th i s  location are 8:OO a.in. to 7:OO p . m  All  hand deliveries must be held 
together with rubber bands or rastetiers. Any envelopes must be disposed o f  before entering the building. 
Cmiii iercial overnighi i i i a i l  (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and  Priority Mail) must  bc sent 
t o  9300 East Hanipton Drive, Capitol Heights. MD 20743. U.S. Postal Service first-class inail .  Express 
hlai l ,  and Priority Mail should be addi-essed to 145 I Z t l l  Street, SW: Washington. D.C. 20554. All filings 
iniust be addrcssed to the Marlene H .  Dortch, Oftice of t l ie  Secretary, Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Parties also must send three paper copies of thei r  f i l ing to Sheryl Todd, Tcleconimunications 
Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th 
Street. S.W.. I<oont 5-8540, Washington, D.C. 20554. In addition, commenters must send diskette 
copies to the Commission's copy contractor. Quales International, Portals 11, 445 12th Street, S. W., 
Room CY-B.102. Washington. D.C. 20554. 

Pursuant to section I ,  I206 of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. 5 I .  1206, this proceeding w i l l  
be conducted as a perinit-bul-disclose proceeding in \bllicIi ex parte communications are permitted 
sobjccL to dixlosure. For further information, contact Cara Votli, Telecommunications Access Policy 
Di\;ision. Wirr l ine Competition Bureau at (202) 41 8-7400. TTY (202) 41 8-0484. 
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